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Overview

Release 5.3 of NSPIRES provides enhancements to existing processes involving the
preparation, submittal and review of proposals. The forms preparation and submittal
processes, for both Program Specific Data proposal questionnaires and Peer Review
evaluation forms, have added clarity and flexibility with increased system validation and
error processing.

Summary of Enhancements

Proposal Preparation and Submittal

e The system will automatically block submittal to NASA, e.g. create an ‘error’, of
a proposal containing unanswered required questions for the Program Specific
Data element (PSD).

e Work-in-progress can be saved on PSD questionnaires, even if there are required
questions not yet answered. This section of proposal preparation will no longer
have to be completed in one session.

Increased error checking will apprise the user if non-required PSD questions are
unanswered.

The system will now issue a warning for uploading proposal attachments greater
than 17 megabytes.

Peer Review
e Individual and panel evaluations can be *Saved as Draft” without addressing any
required evaluation criteria.
e The system will prevent Individual and Panel Evaluations from being ‘Saved as
Final’ if required evaluation criteria are not addressed.

This Guide will show you examples of:

v Saving Work-in-Progress with Validation Override
= Program Specific Data (PSD) Questionnaires
= Individual and Panel Evaluations
v" New Validation for Final Forms
= Blocking Submittal of Proposals with PSD Errors
= Preventing Saving Evaluations with errors as Final




Proposal Processing Enhancements

Program Specific Data (PSD) Validation

The most important area of PSD validation is the answering of required questions.
Prior to Release 5.3, the user could not save a draft of the PSD questionnaire without
answering all required questions. Now the user is given the option to override validation
enabling the user to save portions of the questionnaire as work-in-progress. The
following examples show what happens when a user tries to save a questionnaire with
errors.

Example: User attempts to save with errors and then overrides validation

User attempts to save document with one
required question still unanswered.
Validation issues an error with an

™ Temporarily Enable Saving of Form with Unanswered Required Questions override checkbox.

validation EFror. You must corract the follawing error(s) bafore proceading
» Team member question must be answere

Account Mgmt Organization Mgmt Proposals

Program Specific Data Questionnaire

This is a new Questionnaire element called a Label. It is intended to give the form more flexibility by
providing information and instruction outside the guestion framework. Il is ideal for expository or
navigational text.

User checks override checkbox to save
work in progress. Note: this and all
required questions will eventually have to
be answered to allow proposal submittal.

Account Mgmt Organization Mgmi. - ‘Froposals

< F I emporarily Enable Saving of Form with Unanswered Required Questions
& e

T Validation EFror. You must cormect the follos or(s) before proceeding
Team mambar quiestior st be answearad

Program Specific Data Questionnaire




Optional questions: element checking is enhanced to make unanswered optional
questions more difficult to overlook. The Check Elements program will now issue
Warnings for unanswered optional questions as well as Errors for unanswered required
questions from the proposal preparation process through submittal. Note that check
elements can be run on-demand by the user.

Example: Check Elements output with Errors and Warnings for unanswered
questions.

Account Mgmt Organization Mgmt  Proposals Reviews Awards | REFIRES Tims

Check Elements issues Errors for

View Proposal: Check Elements Rept unanswered required questions and

Proposal: adf Warnings for unanswered optional questions

Elementl: Program Specific Data

The following errors and wamings weare found i this alement:

Errors:

X There are reguired questions that must be answered, EFTENE i
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PSD Error Blocking Submittal

The Check Elements program is automatically run at proposal submittal and, if any error
is issued, submittal is blocked. For this release, because the user can now save a PSD
questionnaire with errors, Check Elements has been enhanced to detect PSD errors and
stop submittal if any required questions are unanswered.

Example: Check Elements blocking proposal submittal because of PSD error.

The User has clicked on the Submit
Proposal button but because there are
unanswered required questions, Check

Elements does the following:
Issue a general error message that
submittal cannot be completed
until errors are fixed.

.. Mark the sections that have errors

“with ared ‘X

Remove the ‘Submit Proposal’
buftqn

o
Cover Page Elements Click "Contnue” to p-:;c’-_‘ed with submission
o
Proposal I;|F;u;l1l Check Results
Status:
Element

Propasal Summary

Dusinsss Daks

13 Chim & ot

Proposal Attachments (1 files)
Order  File : Iype

Froposal Document

Button is removed: no opportunity to submit without fixing problems.




Guidelines on Size of Attachment Uploads

The system will now issue a warning for uploading proposal attachments greater than 17
megabytes. This file size is consistent with size limitations defined in recent
solicitations. If you receive the warning, please check the solicitation to which you are
responding for more precise definitions on file size limitations. NOTE: The system limit
of 17mb is highest limit for NASA solicitations in general, but individual solicitations
may have specific limits that are less.

Example: Warning for over 17mb per attachment upload attempt
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Peer Review Enhancements

Enhanced Evaluation Form Error Checking

Work-in-progress (i.e., leaving some required questions unanswered) can be captured on
Individual and Panel Evaluations so they no longer have to be completed in one session.
Saving as Draft will be permitted without answering all required questions.

Note: For evaluations that require an overall grade (see box below), saving will not be
permitted unless the overall grade is entered regardless of the status of unanswered
questions. The Overall Grade in the upper right hand section of a form is not to be
confused with questions on the form asking for grades or overall grades. Grade
validation is separate from question validation.

Example: User attempts to save with errors and then overrides validation

If the form has an Overall Grade section
————— e ———————— (TOllOW arTOWS belOW), a grade must be
“entered in order to save the form. This does
Proposal Evaluation Form ot apply to any question about a grade or
Individusl 11/19/2011 meview suppd  OVErall grade that may appear in the body of
Evaluations Due: rersennt A the form below.

Review
Insiructions:

E 'gf your form does not have this Overall Grade
Proposal Evaluation i | section, ignore this note.

C Temporarily Enable Saving of Form with Unanswerad Required Questions

& What are the relative strengths of this proposal? *** ERROR

® What are the relative weaknessss of this gropeaal?

o8 H H
Proposal Information o Fteuéw Infm'mavnn
‘e
.
Proposal &: 11i-SGPSDS3A -DDD1 ‘o. Oremrall Grade:
.

Tithe: [t=ration 5.3 Test Data 1
Statusi
PI: Gallaid. Steghan
: " 237 Review [ SGEVALEOAM ]
Organization: 7445 R wis v [teration 5.3 Test Rewview [ SGEVAL ]

Solicitatian: ABAGALLOSNOVL 1 Reviewer; Corey, Wendel [ Rewew Chasr

The User attempts to save the
S [ evalu_ation Witl’_l unanswered_

: 4 required questions and receives
e error messages. The User can
override these errors to save work-
in-progress but will be unable to
® What are the relatve strengths of this proposal? *** ERROR Flesse ente = "eletd “Submit as Final’ until the errors
¥ What &re the relabve sesskresses af hia gropoaal? T ERAOA F L il = i | are Corrected




Evaluation Form Finalization

The system will prevent Individual and Panel Evaluations from being ‘Saved as Final’ if
required evaluation criteria are not addressed.

Example: User attempts to ‘Save as Final’ with the errors that are temporarily
overridden (see page 6), but the system prevents this from happening.

Account Mgmt Organization Mgmt Proposals Reviews Awards NSPTRE : Fay 04, 3011 B0:I5PH ED
Proposal Evaluation Form
Proposal: 11-SGPSD53A -0001: Iteration 5.3 Tesl Dala I

PI: Gallos, Stephen

Organization: 7655

Review: Tteration 5.3 Test Review [SGEVALFORM]

<

The user cannot submit the evaluation because the ‘Submit as Final’ button has been removed.




